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Von Ismail Kadare : Broken April  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Broken April: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. a jarring 
experienceVon Ein KundeHow can a people live without an organized government? The northern Albanians seem to 
have found an answer, but it's not necessarily one we'd want to emulate. Throughout years of cursory rule by the 
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Ottomans, King Zog, and Hoxha's Communists, the highlanders have observed only the law of their ancestors: the 
Kanun of Lek Dukagjinit (an excellent translation of this is available on ). At the center of this law stand two concepts: 
hospitality and honor. Both are protected by a system of revenge killings. A killing demanded by honor, however, 
demands a revenge killing in return, and the feuds spiral out of control until whole families have been eliminated.It all 
sounds very romantic in the abstract, but Kadare resists the temptation to exploit this quality. His novel is based on the 
contrast between a young man obliged by the Kanun to kill another man, and a young married couple from Tirana, 
urban intellectuals who have come to the north for their honeymoon and to study the blood feuds. The tension between 
their two points of view (the northerner who feels trapped within the Kanun, and the southerners who see it as a 
marvelous bit of local color) drives this novel.Kadare is a wonderful writer, and this is one of his finest efforts. It's also 
a very dark story, and its concerns can seem a bit obscure to the non-Albanian reader. Ultimately, though, this is 
probably the best novel I've ever read about a culture wholly alien to my own.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. The ultimate novel of the blood feud in AlbaniaVon Bob NewmanBlood feuds have existed in 
many parts of the world throughout history. The USA, with its Hatfields and McCoys, is no stranger to the custom 
either. The practice seems to run most deeply in remote, mountainous areas where tribal societies cannot provide a 
universal system of justice to cover everyone. The code of the blood feud develops to handle murder cases. Nowhere 
(that I ever heard of) did the system evolve into such an intricate traditional code of laws as in the mountainous 
highlands of Albania. There, the Kanun, or Law of Lek Dukagjini spread throughout the lawless region now lying in 
northern Albania, Kosovo, and Montenegro, a region that largely maintained its own identity and customs throughout 
the centuries-long period of Turkish rule, to emerge in 20th century Europe with the blood feud still 
flourishing.Kadare, Albania's premier writer, has written a vivid, dark novel that not only captures the details of 
highland Albanian life in the 1920s, but also shows the ultimate tragedy for a society that allows murder to follow 
murder, inexorably and unchallenged. A couple from the more urbanized, less-traditional lowlands go for their 
honeymoon into the highlands, riding in a horse-drawn carriage--a great luxury for the highlanders. The man, a writer, 
tends to romanticize the blood-soaked traditions of his country's remote regions. At the same time, Gjorg, a young 
highlander, who has killed a man in revenge for his brother, is given a month's truce before he in turn will become a 
target. He can expect a bullet at any moment after April 17, hence his April is broken into safe and dangerous parts. 
His fate intersects with those of the literate travellers and the book comes to its inevitable ending. For a novel that 
explores seldom-seen territory, written in a terse, but beautiful style, please read this book. Since the end of 
communism in 1991, the blood feud has returned to Albania, still largely lawless in its mountain areas. This book is no 
fossil.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Great BookVon nana kGood book telling about the 
culture and the people of Albania. The book was in a good condition. Great for learning more about other cultures.

KurzbeschreibungTwo destinies intersect in Broken April. The first is that of Gjor, a young mountaineer who (much 
against his will) has just killed a man in order to avenge the death of his older brother, and who expects to be killed 
himself in keeping with the provisions of the Code that regulates life in the highlands. The second is that of a young 
couple on their honeymoon who have come to study the age-old customs of the place, including the blood feud.While 
the story is set in the early twentieth century, life on the high plateaus of Albania takes life back to the Dark Ages. The 
bloody shirt of the latest victim is hung up by the bereaved for all to seeuntil the avenger in turn kills his man with a 
rifle shot. For the young bride, the shock of this unending cycle of obligatory murder is devastating. The horror 
becomes personified when she catches a glimpse of Gjor as he wanders about the countryside, waiting for the truce of 
thirty days to end, and life with it. That momentary vision of the hapless murderer provokes in her a violent act of 
revulsion and contrition. Her life will be marked by it always.Pressestimmen"His work is as immense as Balzac's, as 
unrelenting in its critique of dictatorship as Orwell's, and as disturbingly fantastical as Kafka's. It is an invention as 
well as a reflection of what it means to be Albanian, and an exploration of both the ugliness and the dignity of a small, 
ancient, oppressed nation. Kadare is perhaps the last 'national writer' of European history" (Independent)"Broken 
April, a haunting account of the paroxism of the vendetta in northern Albania between the wars, is one of the twin 
peaks of Kadare's career" (Observer)"The story is plain, the telling plainer, yet the overall effect is mysterious and 
elusive as only a fable can be" (Guardian)"With Broken April Mr Kadare comes to the forefront as a major 
international novelist" (New York Times)"Forcefully and simply written...completely authentic" (Sunday 
Times)Werbetext'By any standard this is a considerable novel' Sunday Telegraph 


