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KurzbeschreibungCan you resist the depths of the human heart?It is 1958 and seventeen-year-old Landon isrevelling
in his youth: dating girls and even claiming to have been in love. He is aworld apart from shy, reclusive Jamie
Sullivan, a Baptist's daughter who carries a bible with her school books, cares for her widowed father and volunteers at
the orphanage. But fate will intervene.Forced to partner up at the school dance, Landon and Jamie embark on a
journey of earth-shattering love and agonising loss far beyond their years. In the months that follow, Landon discovers
the true depths of the human heart, and takes a decision that is so stunning it will lead him irrevocably down the road
to manhood . . ..deln the prologue to his latest novel, Nicholas Sparks makes the rather presumptuous pledge "first you
will smile, and then you will cry," but sure enough, he delivers the goods. With his calculated ability to throw your
heart around like ayo-yo (try out his earlier Message in the Bottle or The Notebook if you really want to stick it to
yourself), Sparks pulls us back to the perfect innocence of afirst love. In 1958 Landon Carter is a shallow but well-
meaning teenager who spends most of his time hanging out with his friends and trying hard to ignore the impending
responsibilities of adulthood. Then Landon gets roped into acting the lead in the Christmas play opposite the most
renowned goody two-shoes in town: Jamie Sullivan. Against his best intentions and the taunts of his buddies, Landon
finds himself falling for Jamie and learning some central lessonsin life. Like John Irving's A Prayer for Owen Meany,
Sparks maintains a delicate and rarely seen balance of humor and sentiment. While the plot may not be the most
original, this boy-makes-good tearjerker will certainly reel in the fans. Look for a movie starring beautiful people or,
better yet, snuggle under the covers with your tissues nearby and let your inner sap run wild. --Nancy R.E.
O'Brien.comlin the prologue to hislatest novel, Nicholas Sparks makes the rather presumptuous pledge "first you will
smile, and then you will cry,”" but sure enough, he delivers the goods. With his calculated ability to throw your heart
around like ayo-yo (try out his earlier Message in the Bottle or The Notebook if you really want to stick it to
yourself), Sparks pulls us back to the perfect innocence of afirst love. In 1958 Landon Carter is a shallow but well-
meaning teenager who spends most of histime hanging out with his friends and trying hard to ignore the impending
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finds himself falling for Jamie and learning some central lessonsin life. Like John Irving's A Prayer for Owen Meany,
Sparks maintains a delicate and rarely seen balance of humor and sentiment. While the plot may not be the most
original, this boy-makes-good tearjerker will certainly reel in the fans. Look for a movie starring beautiful people or,
better yet, snuggle under the covers with your tissues nearby and let your inner sap run wild. --Nancy R.E. O'Brien



